
A u s t i n - S a n  A n t o n i o

HOME
D E S I G N  &  D E C O R

JUNE/JULY 2021

®











129 Old San Antonio Road, 
Boerne, Texas 78006

830.331.9010

www.CatrinasInteriors.com

Custom Furniture Store 
and Interior Design Center

AWARD 
WINNING





28

c o n t e n t s

june/july 2021

dwell
14   OUTDOOR LIVING

        The Outdoor A-List

18   MARKET

        Creating A Culinary Retreat

20  ARTS

        In The Garden With Frida Kahlo

22   FLAVOR

        Toast Of The Coast

46

36

54
home design
28   A VIEW WITH A ROOM

36  ON COMMON GROUND

46  A HOME WITH A CAMPING SPIRIT

54  COASTAL COLOR 

contributors
63  REMODELER’S ADVICE   

         Deck Rules

        By Brent DeGroot of TimberTown Austin

        Sponsored by Bes Builder

spotlights
10  From The Editor

64  Design

66   Advertiser Index

8  HOME DESIGN & DECOR AUSTIN-SAN ANTONIO   |   JUNE / JULY 2021





F r o m  t h e  e d i t o r

On The Cover:
In her own words, Heather McKinney of McKinney York Architects 
wanted her clients’ pool house to create “the sense of land flowing 
through it, the breeze flowing through it and the views flowing from 
it.”  Page 28. Photo by Dror Baldinger.

TTHIS PANDEMIC HAS CERTAINLY MADE US WORK HARDER AND WITH      
more creativity, while also making us more conscious of our overall wellbeing 
and ways to secure it. Sure, home entertaining saw a definite increase in popular 
streaming services. It’s also made us crave the outdoors and the need for more 
meaningful connections with loved ones in a safe environment. Upgrades in out-
door living and cooking spaces skyrocketed and the trend continues as this surge 
of interest in outdoor recreation is expected to last. The architects’ and designers’ 
clients in this issue have all embraced the idea of purposeful living and I hope it 
inspires everyone to make the time, gather what’s needed and simply relax.

For McKinney York Architects’ clients, their lovely lakeside property with 
panoramic views lacked a destination for even more enjoyment, along with a 
convenient and controlled way to get there. The pool and pool house blends with 
the existing main house and nestles into the sloping landscape. The pool house 
becomes an open-air pavilion when the doors disappear into hidden wall pockets, 
and a living green roof assists in maintaining comfortable temps.

Dick Clark + Associates designed another entertaining pavilion, plus two 
personal residences for the owners. The multi-acre property is so expansive 
that it’s impossible to see all three structures at once, and while the architects 
addressed each building individually based on family preferences and locations, 
a consistency of materials created cohesion.

A long-planned lakeside retreat finally came to fruition for the homeowners, as 
well as the team at Craig McMahon Architects. Situated on a bluff overlooking a 
river, the architects were inspired by the idea of camping tents, which resulted in 
ample windows and a connection to the outdoors from every room. Douglas Fir 
and limestone were the primary materials used in the many outdoor living spaces 
and carried throughout the home for visual continuity.

Raquel Skrobarczyk of Heather Scott Home & Design enjoys bold and bright 
projects, and her dream came true with a colorful beach house that is coastal-
inspired without being kitschy. A palette of pink, turquoise, ocean blue and palm 
green flows throughout the home for a design that is casual and comfortable for 
the young family, and oh-so sophisticated at the same time.

For outdoor entertaining inspiration, there are great products to enhance your 
back patio or take on the road, Expressions Home Gallery highlights grill features 
that excite traditional pitmasters and passionate foodies, alike, and you can enjoy all 
of your new gadgets with a beach-inspired cocktail in hand. For an afternoon outing, 
the mystique of Frida Kahlo’s life and art becomes more popular every day, and The 
San Antonio Botanical Garden has a new exhibit inspired by her Casa Azul home 
garden and the plants and animals that are repeated in her paintings.

I wish everyone a safe and joyful summer,

Trisha Doucette
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ELEVATE YOUR OUTDOOR ENJOYMENT WITH PRODUCTS 
THAT HELP YOU ENTERTAIN IN STYLE AND COMFORT.

outdoor living

THE OUTDOOR
A-List

HAVANA DAYDREAMING
The Havana collection from Summer Classics features 

gently curved aluminum frames and all-weather, natural 
resin wicker inspired by open cane weaving. The Havana 
Side Chair pairs well with the Harris Round Dining Table. 
summerclassicshome.com

                                                           BEAUTIFUL STRANDS 
                                                            Made by members of 
                                                            Ghana’s Krobo Tribe using a                      
                                                            generations-old technique,        
                                                            Ghanaian Glass Beads have 
                                                            played an important role in 
                                                            the cultural life of many 
                                                            communities throughout 
Africa and remain to this day a symbol of wealth and a form 
of currency. ngalatrading.com
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TAKE IT OUTSIDE
It’s easy to carry your cocktails to poolside parties 

with these 28 x 20-inch oak trays designed by Mally Skok 
for Dowel Furniture. Available in a Scallop or 

Keyhole design and a variety of colors. 
dowelfurniturecompany.com

PEST CONTROL
Citronella oil, lime, soy bean and caster oils blend nicely 

with the fragrance of ocean air and hints of jasmine creat-
ing a chemical-free and lovely fragrance that keeps the bugs 
away. Available in body spray, candles and incense sticks. 
hearthandsoul.com

PORTABLE PARTIES
Your backyard will reach its full entertaining and indulging 

potential with the addition of a Capri Outdoor Bar Cart. 
Handsome, sturdy construction ensures the design is as 
charming as it is enduring. Part of a collection that includes 
firepit bars and stools, tables and chairs. livingspaces.com

FORM AND FUNCTION
Designed by Daniel Pouzet, the Chill Statement Sofa 

provides unbelievable comfort with a style that flows 
between design, architectural form and art installation. 
danaoliving.com

POLISHED PICNICS
The perfect gift for a charcuterie and wine date — 

anytime, anywhere! This Wine Country Tote holds 
two bottles and includes all of your tools in one place. 
hearthandsoul.com
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HURRICANE SEASON
Add an organic touch to a tablescape 

with this timeless Folkert Hurricane. 
A thin clear glass sleeve rests neatly 
inside a cast aluminum holder detailed 
with a palm leaf motif that is almost 
fossil-like. arteriorshome.com u

ON TAP
The Hestan Outdoor Beer Dispenser 

accommodates one 1/4 barrel (pony keg) 
or two 1/6 barrels (5 gallon) and keeps 
your favorite libation fresh and perfectly 
frosty with temperature control from 33ºF 
to 42ºF. Photo courtesy of Hestan at Fer-
guson Bath, Kitchen & Lighting Gallery. 
fergusonshowrooms.com

SECTIONAL SENSATIONS
Whether you are entertaining near water, on a balcony or patio, the Palermo 

Collection by Ebel Incorporated includes sectionals that can be configured to fit and 
enhance any space. Pair it with an Antibes Bellino Rectangular Fire Pit for year-round 
comfort. trisupplyhome.com

SUSTAINABLE STYLE
Handcrafted in Thailand from durable 

cement, the Ong® Jar is an attractive al-
ternative to plastic or metal containers 
and lends a modern-day appeal to the 
ancient practice of rainwater harvest-
ing. Big Grass Living in San Antonio is 
the only U.S. distributor. ongjar.com, 
biggrassliving.com

ELEGANTLY INDUSTRIAL
Joana Bover created the first Marietta 

two years ago — a very personal interpre-
tation of the classic industrial suspended 
lamps that lit most factories in Europe in 
the early twentieth century. It is light-
ing designed for terraces, parasols and 
pergolas, and also for kitchens, bars and 
restaurants: resistant, easy to clean and 
very versatile. lightsfantastic.com
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market

Here in Central Texas, residents already take advantage of the great and beautiful 
outdoors. But with the pandemic creating a new environment centered on year-
round, outdoor living, creating an entire outdoor experience has become paramount. 
According to the National Kitchen & Bath Association, who tracks trends for both 
indoor and outdoor kitchens nationwide, 60% of homeowners are planning to upgrade 
their existing outdoor spaces and 76% are incorporating outdoor living and kitchen 
areas in new, original house plans. 

When a backyard BBQ pit used to suffice, now homeowners have access to every 
kitchen amenity normally saved for indoor-use only, and it is completely changing the 
way they cook outdoors. “The outdoor kitchen has become more personal — especially 
in the Austin market,” says Whitney Campbell of Expressions Home Gallery. In fact, 
based on his proposals, Campbell’s estimate of 75% of new builds incorporating a full 
outdoor kitchen is in-line with the NKBA, but he says it’s closer to 90% in Austin. “It’s 
simply a standard part of the plan. It’s a given now to incorporate outdoor kitchens.”

Courtesy of  Expressions Home Gallery

EXPRESSIONS HOME GALLERY IN AUSTIN 
AND SAN ANTONIO CAN TAKE YOUR 

COOKOUT TO THE NEXT LEVEL.

Creating a 
CULINARY 
RETREAT

Outdoor kitchens now come with all 
the bells and whistles of a true cook’s 
kitchen providing control, power, 
versatility and convenience. Gas grills 
are so masterfully designed that even 
external gusts of wind can’t alter the 
internal cooking temperature. And the 
number of accessories now available 
allows for precise cooking techniques 
plus the luxury of having everything 
right at hand.

 Lynx® has perfected the ceramic 
burner which, unlike traditional metal 
burners, are a consistent heat source 
and much easier to clean. Their Ceram-
ic Radiant Briquettes mimic charcoal 
and eliminate hot spots by creating an 
even, steady glow, and the Trident™ 
Infrared Burner ensures foods get a 
powerful bottom heat source for opti-
mal caramelization. Alfresco® makes a 
grill with a high-powered 66,000 BTU 
burner that is great for things like crab 
boils. It also includes a griddle insert 
for the very popular “a la plancha” style 
of cooking. Lynx makes a freestand-
ing griddle with gas burners. Warming 
drawers are becoming standard with 
about 30% of homes incorporating 
them, notes Campbell, “This means 
that you don’t have to cook all day long. 
Family and friends can grab a bite in 
between other activities, and cooks can 
join in the fun.”

ALFRESCO

LYNX

ALFRESCO
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Charcoal and smokers have not been replaced by gas 
grills. They are ever popular amongst die-hard, backyard 
pitmasters. Campbell says their most popular smoker is 
still the Big Green Egg®, although now most are built-in. It’s 
perfect for slow smoking but also provides the option to grill. 
Coyote® makes a built-in pellet grill which enhances foods 
with smokey flavors. And some gas grills now have charcoal 
inserts to add the real-smoke flavors we crave from tradition-
al grilling. Smoker boxes can cold-smoke salmon, and even 
steamers can be an added accessory. Alfresco is one brand 
that provides all of these options. “While most applications 
are for built-in new construction or renovated outdoor kitch-
ens, they can be added to a cart as well,” says Campbell.

If you don’t want to wait hours for a wood-fired pizza oven, 
Alfresco and Lynx carry gas pizza ovens. They are heated and 
ready in minutes, and have a tray for wood chips, if desired. 
But these are not only for pizzas. Big openings provide 
enough room for larger pieces of meat that can be baked, 
roasted or seared in an iron skillet, just as in a traditional 

wood-fired oven. You can even bake cookies. Another bonus: 
they fit on carts as well, if a built-in is not an option.

Fridges, freezers, dishwashers, beer dispensers, wine cool-
ers, cocktail centers, ice makers: just a few other important 
components of a well-fitted outdoor kitchen. Lynx, Alfresco 
and Perlick® are some of the brands from Expressions Home 
Gallery that manufacture everything from cooling to bever-
age stations. Campbell recommends Scotsman ice makers 
which can make nuggets and gourmet cubes with a process 
that allows for clear ice cubes. He explains, “In this process, 
minerals are filtered away so that only pure water is frozen. 
This results in clear ice cubes without the sediment that 
would normally create a cloudy ice cube.”

Built-in cabinets complete the full kitchen package. Sealed 
doors and gutters to divert water provide dry storage, safe 
from pests and weather. Lynx even has lights integrated 
in their cabinet doors. Cabinet features, just like indoors, 
include soft-close drawers, adjustable shelving, multiple 
drawer and door sizing to create custom storage options, 
trash and recycle bins, and even a paper towel holder 
mounted to a door.

If the price tag of these higher end grills and accessories 
is prohibitive, not to worry. Wolf® grills are solidly built but 
with fewer accessories. And companies that specialize in full 
outdoor entertainment also produce price-conscience budget 
lines. For example, Lynx manufactures Sedona and Alfresco’s 
counterpart is Artisan. Campbell says, “These secondary 
brands have fewer capabilities but are able to accommodate 
people’s budgets and provide a recognizable brand.”

The combination of function and form has changed out-
door entertaining forever. Expressions Home Gallery can 
outfit custom outdoor kitchens for traditionalists who prefer 
wood fires and passionate foodies who want to create meals 
beyond the grill. Either way, they provide exceptional cook-
ing equipment for extraordinary meals. u

EXPRESSIONS HOME GALLERY
Austin: 512-454-4526
San Antonio: 210-826-9652
expressionshomegallery.com

BIG GREEN EGG

ALFRESCO

Featured Advertiser Editorial

SUB-ZERO WOLF

JUNE / JULY 2021   |   HOME DESIGN & DECOR AUSTIN-SAN ANTONIO   19



THE SAN ANTONIO BOTANICAL GARDEN IS HOME TO LUSH BLOOMS, 
INSIGHTFUL CLASSES AND EVEN ELEVATED CUISINE PREPARED ON 

GROUNDS. THIS SUMMER, THE GARDENS WILL ALSO BE FILLED WITH 
THE LIVELY COLORS OF FRIDA KAHLO’S FAMOUS PAINTINGS. 

The San Antonio Botanical Garden is nationally recog-
nized for its outstanding display of blooms, commitment 
to cultural education and striking range of architecture. 
This summer, experience the Garden in a whole new 
way alongside Frida Kahlo in the summer exhibition —  
Frida Kahlo Oasis. 

The newest exhibition at the Garden uncovers Kahlo’s con-
nection with Mexican vegetation and the fundamental role 
plants, blooms and colors played in her work. The Casa Azul 
garden, inspired by Kahlo’s home, features over 2,000 square 
feet of tropical foliage, desert plants and sculpture represen-

In the Garden with  
FRIDA KAHLO

By Drew Henry    Photography courtesy of San Antonio Botanical Garden

arts

tative of her work and life. Explore Diego Rivera’s pyramid, 
Frida Kahlo’s easel and the animals that jump off her canvas 
right into the Garden itself. 

In addition to the flower beds and sculpture of the Frida 
Kahlo Oasis, the Garden will be offering several Frida-
themed events throughout the summer. Celebrate long 
summer nights at the repeating Noches de Frida series, 
attend lectures about the artist or recreate some of the 
memorable meals Diego and Frida shared together in 
virtual cooking classes. Come to the Garden with Frida and 
see what inspires you this summer. 
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DATE IDEAS
DATE NIGHT: SUMMER NIGHTS IN MEXICO CITY
Friday, July 9 from 6:30 to 8:30pm 

In this couple’s cooking class, Chef Katrina Flores will 
teach you all the essentials for crafting traditional Mexican 
cuisine. Learn to prepare ceviche verde, esquites, chicken 
tinga sopes and cucumber jalapeño margaritas.

SUMMER MARKET
Sunday, July 18 from 10:00am to 3:00pm 

Shop the Summer Market and peruse the offerings of 
regional retailers, artists and craftspeople surrounded by the 
gorgeous blooms of the Garden. 

SALSA DANCING & BOTANAS! 
Friday, July 23 and August 20 from 7:00 to 8:30pm 

Try out a beginner’s partner salsa class with Semeneya 
Dance Studio on the Garden grounds. After you dance the 
night away, enjoy sangria and traditional Mexican botanas.

 
SIPS & SUNSET IN THE GARDEN
Friday, July 30 and August 27 from 6:00 to 9:00pm 

Sample cocktails, listen to music, play games and snack 
on delicious treats while basking in the sunset on your picnic 
blanket among the Garden’s beautiful blooms. 

FOODIE FINDS
POP-UP CULINARY DEMOS
Saturday, July 10 and August 14 from 11:00am to 1:30pm 

DESERT DOOR SOTOL TASTING 
Thursday, July 15 from 7:00 to 8:30pm 

DIY: MARGARITAS & GUACAMOLE
Saturday, August 14 from 11:00am to 
12:00pm & 12:30 to 1:30pm 

MEXICAN CERVEZA TASTING
Thursday, August 19 from 7:00 to 8:30pm 

The Garden offers many other programs including chil-
dren’s summer camps, adult classes and presentations on 
topics such as water conservation, native plants and garden-
ing tips. To view a complete schedule of summer events, 
check availability and purchase tickets, visit the San Antonio 
Botanical Garden’s website. u 

SAN ANTONIO BOTANICAL GARDEN 
210-536-1400  |  sabot.org

JULY & AUGUST 
SUMMER EVENTS
FIESTAS WITH FRIDA 
NOCHES DE FRIDA 
Thursdays from 6:00 to 9:00pm 

Summer Nights return with a Frida Kahlo twist. Extend-
ed-hours in the evenings are filled with picnic blankets, 
lawn chairs and music. Relax with a Jason Dady picnic bas-
ket, a drink from the bar and tours through the Frida Kahlo 
Oasis exhibition. 

FOODIE CINEMA: FRIDA 
Friday, July 2 from 6:30 to 9:00pm

This summer’s Foodie Cinema event features Frida, the 
love story chronicling the life of Frida Kahlo and Diego Rive-
ra. During the film, enjoy a dinner service including Mexican 
favorites and a refreshing grapefruit cocktail.   

CHEF SERIES: 
FRIDA MEXICAN RESTAURANT & BAR
Wednesday, July 7 from 7:00 to 9:00pm

Celebrating San Antonio’s designation as “Creative City 
of Gastronomy” by UNESCO, top chefs from around the city 
will create a four-part tasting menu designed by Chef Sofia 
Sada of FRIDA Mexican Restaurant & Bar.

FRIDA’S FIESTAS: MAKE & TAKE COOKING CLASS
Thursday, July 29 from 6:00 to 8:00pm

From the cookbook by Diego Rivera’s daughter, Guada-
lupe, recreate Frida’s favorite recipes with Chef Katrina 
Flores as she teaches you how to make shrimp escabeche, 
mole poblano and bean, radish and cheese salad while sip-
ping a traditional lime margarita. Participants will receive 
instructions to reheat at home.

ARTISTS’ GARDENS IN MEXICO: LECTURE 
BY KATHRYN E. O’ROURKE
Thursday, August 19 from 6:30 to 7:30pm

Explore the history of famous private gardens in twentieth-
century Mexico, including Frida Kahlo’s garden at Casa Azul. 
The lecture will show how painting, photography and archi-
tecture intersected in these extraordinary landscapes.

FRIDA’S FIESTAS: MAKE & TAKE COOKING CLASS
Thursday, August 26 from 6:30 to 8:30pm 

From the cookbook by Diego Rivera’s daughter, Guadalupe, 
recreate Frida and Diego’s wedding meal with Chef Katrina 
Flores as she teaches you how to make white rice with 
plantains, chiles stuffed with picadillo in red sauce and flan. 
Participants will receive instructions to reheat at home.
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flavor

TOAST of 
 the COAST

By Claudia Alarcón

MARGUERITE
Created by the bartender team, the 

Marguerite can be enjoyed at San Anto-
nio’s Mon Chou Chou at The Pearl.

2 oz LALO Tequila
.75 oz Hand-squeezed lime juice
.5 oz Clement Creole Shrubb
.5 oz Herbs de Provence syrup

Shake all ingredients over ice, strain 
and serve up in a coupe glass.

To make the syrup, add 2 tbsp Herbs 
de Provence to a cup of sugar dissolved in 
a cup of hot water and let cool.

MARGARITA
The origin of the margarita is unclear. There are at least four well-documented ac-

counts claiming the invention of the cocktail, but we know it appears by name in recipe 
books as far back as the 1950s. Although mostly associated with Mexico, the margarita 
is as much a part of Texas culture as it is a staple at Mexican beach destinations.

Purists contend that a true margarita should exclusively contain fresh lime juice, 
tequila and orange liqueur. So, what about all the new flavors and presentations? 
When does a margarita stop being a margarita? The jury is still out on this hotly 
debated issue, but until we come to an agreement, we can consider these beach-
worthy cocktails as variations on the classic.

THE GRILLED 
WATERMELON MARGARITA
Courtesy of Cointreau
1 oz Cointreau
2 oz Silver tequila 
1 oz Fresh lime juice
.5 oz Grilled watermelon syrup 
.5 oz Fresh grapefruit juice 

 
Cut watermelon into slices and grill 

until both sides have grill marks. After 
cooling, blend with simple syrup (1:1) and 
then fine strain. Add all ingredients to a 
shaker with ice. Shake and fine strain over 
ice into a Tajin-salted rocks glass. (3:1 Tajin 
to kosher salt.) Garnish with a lime wheel.

MARGUERITE

PHOTO BY 
JP GARRIGUES

SUMMER IS HERE, AND AS TEMPERATURES 
RISE, WE LONG FOR LAZY DAYS ON 
THE BEACH WITH OUR TOES IN THE SAND, 
A COOL OCEAN BREEZE AND A 
REFRESHING COCKTAIL IN HAND.

Seaside destinations around the world have their own signature libations made 
with local ingredients and spirits — iconic creations that can transport you to a 
faraway place for a few blissful minutes. For those who are not quite ready to hop 
on a plane just yet, these recipes might do the trick for the time being. CLASSIC CAIPIRINHA

THE GRILLED WATERMELON MARGARITA
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BLACKBERRY-PEACH CAIPIRINHA
2 oz Novo Fogo Silver Cachaça 
Half a lime, sliced, with center 
   pith removed
Half a tbsp ultrafine sugar
.5 oz Blackberry liqueur
 2 Slices of fresh peach

Muddle the limes and sugar in a shaker 
until the juice is fully squeezed and the sugar 
dissolves. Add peach slices and gently press to 
release their flavor. Add cachaça, blackberry 
liqueur and ice, and shake. Dump everything 
into a rocks glass. Garnish with blackberries.

DAIQUIRI
The daiquiri is a widely misrepresented 

cocktail. The original drink, pronounced 
daiquirí, was concocted in Havana in the 
late nineteenth century at the iconic El 
Floridita bar in Old Havana, consisting 
only of rum, fresh lime and sugar; nothing 
to do with those artificially colored slush-
ies sold on the streets of New Orleans. 

A popular cocktail enjoyed along the 
beaches and bars in Cuba, it is as simple 
and refreshing as its cousin the mojito. 
Both cocktails are still enjoyed by visitors 
to El Floridita, which is known as “la cuna 
del daiquiri” — the cradle where the liba-
tion was born, and where Ernest Heming-
way sipped it contentedly.

CLASSIC DAIQUIRI
2 oz Light rum 
1 oz Fresh lime juice
.75 oz Demerara sugar syrup 

Add the rum, lime juice and sugar 
syrup to a shaker with ice, and shake 
until well-chilled. 

Strain into a chilled coupe. Garnish 
with a lime twist.

PASSION DAQUIRI 
A fruity twist on the classic recipe.
Courtesy of Mount Gay Black Barrel Rum

2 oz Mount Gay Black Barrel Rum
1 oz Fresh lime juice  
.5 oz Passionfruit syrup 
.5 oz Cointreau 

  
Add ingredients to a shaker, along with 

ice, shake and strain into a chilled coupe. 
Garnish with a lemon wheel or peel. 

ITALIAN SPRITZES
Italy’s #1 cocktail, the Aperol Spritz can be traced back to the 1950s. Aperol was 

created in 1919 with a century-old secret recipe that has remained unaltered since 
its inception. These cocktails are perfect for summer sipping thanks to their low al-
cohol content and refreshing nature, reminiscent of the magnificent beaches along 
the Italian coastline.

APEROL SPRITZ - 
THE ‘PERFECT SERVE’ 
Aperol 
Prosecco 
Soda, served from syphon 
   or chilled bottle  
Ice
Orange slice

In a glass full of ice, combine Prosecco 
followed by Aperol in equal parts. Add 
a splash of soda and garnish with an 
orange slice.

CAIPIRINHA 
The Caipirinha is Brazil’s national cock-

tail, enjoyed throughout the country and 
especially ubiquitous along the country’s 
vast beaches. Unlike many of the world’s 
most popular cocktails that were invented 
by legendary bartenders at historic bars, 
restaurants and hotels, the caipirinha is a 
drink of agricultural convenience, made 
with what grew abundantly around the 
peasants of central Brazil.

The traditional Brazilian way to make a classic Caipirinha is to muddle lime slices 
with sugar in a glass, add cachaça, top with ice and serve with a stirring stick to mix the 
drink as it dilutes. However, some prefer shaking to fully mix all ingredients and dis-
solve the sugar granules. In Brazil, where tropical fruits are abundant, variations called 
“caipifrutas” are also popular, and can be made with any fresh fruit you have on hand.

CLASSIC CAIPIRINHA
Courtesy of Novo Fogo Silver Cachaça
2 oz Novo Fogo Silver Cachaça 
Half a lime, sliced, with center 
   pith removed
1 tbsp ultrafine sugar

Muddle the limes and sugar 
in a shaker until the juice is fully 
squeezed and the sugar dissolves. 
Add cachaça and ice, and shake. 
Dump everything into a rocks glass.

PASSION DAIQUIRI BLACKBERRY-PEACH CAIPIRINHA
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PIÑA COLADA
The ultimate beachside cocktail was created in 

the 1950s at the Caribe Hilton in San Juan, Puer-
to Rico, by Ramón Marrero Perez, a bartender 
who wished to capture the sunny, tropical flavors 
of the island in a glass. Sadly, by the 1970s it had 
become part of the roster of overly sweet frozen 
drinks served at college bars. 

Thankfully, with the revival of tiki drinks and a 
renewed interest in crafting cocktails with qual-
ity ingredients, this delicious classic is no longer 
frowned upon. If you can’t travel to the beautiful 
island now, you can at least recreate its most 
iconic cocktail at home. 

CLASSIC PIÑA COLADA
2 oz Light rum (Puerto Rican, if possible)
1.5 oz Coconut cream 
1.5 oz Fresh pineapple juice 
.5 oz Fresh lime juice

Add ingredients to a shaker with ice and shake 
vigorously for 20 to 30 seconds. Strain into a 
chilled Hurricane glass over pebble ice. Garnish 
with a pineapple wedge and pineapple leaf. 

FROZEN BATCH COLADA 
Courtesy of Grand Marnier
1.5 parts Appleton Estate 8-Year-Old Jamaica Rum 
.75 part Grand Marnier Cordon Rouge
1 part Coconut cream
1.5 parts Fresh pineapple juice
.5 part Fresh lime juice

Add all ingredients to a blender with ice. 
Blend and serve in a hurricane glass. Garnish 
with a pineapple spear and orange wedge. u

MAI TAI
The Mai Tai is one of the most famous Tiki drinks in the world. Often 

credited to Victor “Trader Vic” Bergeron at his Trader Vic’s bar in the 
1940s, it’s also said that Donn Beach laid the groundwork for the famous 
recipe during the 1930s at his Don the Beachcomber bar. 

According to the story, Bergeron made up a cocktail for a friend 
visiting from Tahiti. Upon tasting it, he exclaimed “Mai Tai - Roa Ae” 
(“Out of this world - The best!”), giving Bergeron a name for the drink. 
Try this classic recipe and imagine yourself on a secluded Pacific 
Island beach. 

CLASSIC MAI TAI
Orgeat, an almond and orange blossom syrup, is available at most 

liquor retailers but any almond syrup can be substituted if needed. 
Kasama rum hails from the Philippines and boasts an exquisite tropical 
taste with hints of pineapple.

2 oz Kasama rum
.75 oz Fresh lime juice
.5 oz Curaçao 
.25 oz Orgeat
.25 oz Simple syrup 

Combine all ingredients with 12 ounces of crushed ice and some cubes 
in a shaker. Shake until chilled and pour into a double old-fashioned 
glass. Garnish with a spent lime shell and mint sprig.

UPSCALE MAI TAI
Courtesy of Grand Marnier
2 parts Appleton Estate 8-Year-Old Jamaican Rum
.5 part Grand Marnier Cordon Rouge
.5 part Fresh lime juice
.5 part Orgeat 

Combine all ingredients in a shaker filled with ice (crushed and cubes). 
Shake until chilled and pour into a double old-fashioned glass. Garnish 
with a lime wheel and fresh mint sprig.

UPSCALE MAI TAI FROZEN BATCH COLADA
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WITH UNINTERRUPTED BREEZES AND VIEWS, 
A LAKESIDE POOL HOUSE PROVIDES A RELAXING 

AND SCENIC YEAR-ROUND REFUGE.

By James Frierson  |  Photography by Dror Baldinger

A VIEW WITH 
A ROOM



A



 “Throughout the design we were very conscious about 
where the fences were,” says architect Courtney Tarr, AIA. 
This was important to the clients to not only preserve their 
Hill Country views, but to appease their pair of golden 
retrievers who are now given easy access to the pool without 
having to bypass a gate. “The dogs ended up wagging the tail 
on the design,” says McKinney. 

AACCORDING TO HEATHER MCKINNEY, FAIA, FOUNDER 
and principal at McKinney York Architects, the opportunity 
to design this Canyon Lake pool house was one the team 
were excited to jump on. “We were attracted to the site due 
to its natural and beautiful qualities,” says McKinney. “We 
really wanted this little building to be integrated so that the 
client could have the sense of the land flowing through it, the 
breeze flowing through it and the views flowing from it.”

The pool house is located a short walk away from the main 
home via a subtle downward slope that creates a natural 
transition between spaces. By working with the landscape in-
stead of against it, and using a slight height difference to their 
advantage, the team were able to nestle the building in such 
a way that fencing would not be required around the pool. In 
fact, a third of the space is underground, “suppressing the 
building so that it flows with the topography,” says McKinney.

The pool house and surrounding landscape were designed so that fencing 
would not be required around the pool and therefore wouldn’t interfere with 
the view to the lake. The architects and landscape designer collaborated on 
a pathway arrangement that gradually descended from the house to the 
pool area and provided a fenced yard for the homeowners’ dogs.

The green roof planted in wildflowers, along with surrounding trees, 
provides an uninterrupted view from the main house to the pool area. 
When looking down from the house, the wildflowers and trees first draw 
the eye in, followed by glimmers of pool water and finally the panoramic 
view of the lake.
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 For the structure itself, McKinney York chose a neutral 
creamy limestone both for the walls of the pool house and 
the pool itself. These materials not only tie in with the Hill 
Country style of the main home but also with the rocky ter-
rain of the backyard. A charcoal gray limestone makes up the 
flooring so that the “pattern and material flows from inside 
of the pool house out to the deck,” says Tarr, in order to cre-
ate a seamless transition between the interior coziness and 
exterior entertaining space. 

 Natural wood tones complement the white walls and 
tile, giving the surrounding scenery a chance to shine, with 
a playful water ripple pattern bordering the sliding doors 
that can disappear into hidden pockets to create an opening 
almost 24-feet wide. “You can see the greenery, the sky, the 
lake and the pool water,” says Tarr. “We really wanted those 

colors to be the focus and not the wall.” The bathroom got its 
own special treatment; dark tile walls decorated with a pat-
tern reminiscent of tree rings. 

 One of the clients’ favorite pastimes is taking in the view 
of the lake from their verandas and patio spaces of the main 
home. “We didn’t want them to see a large metal roof inter-
rupting the view,” says Tarr. “We proposed putting in a green 
roof and the wildflowers...to camouflage it in the landscape.” 
The man-made meadow “is a magnet for butterflies and 
birds...with an amazing array of very hardy plants,” says 
McKinney, all possible thanks to the roof being out of reach 
for the local deer. 

 Not only is the green roof eye-catching, it’s also functional 
by keeping the pool house cool. “We wanted this to be an 
open-air pavilion that they could use whatever time of year,” 
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says Tarr. The soil, plants and surrounding tree coverage 
insulate the area, while eight-foot-diameter fans keep the 
space quiet, serene and comfortable year-round without the 
need for disruptive air conditioning. Though a drip irrigation 
system is available, the roof is mostly self-sustaining save the 
occasional pruning. 

When McKinney York Architects take on a project, they 
use three words to guide their work: Engage – Inspire – 
Belong. Designing with these words in mind results in places 
that feel natural yet bold, offering a sense of welcoming while 
still maintaining its distinction. But what is most reward-
ing to McKinney is the change her team’s work can bring to 
people’s lives. “That really is a big part of why we love doing 
residential projects,” McKinney says. “They’re so close to 
people’s psyche.”

Using the naturally sloping landscape to their advantage, the architects
embedded the pool house into the incline. When the windows are open, 
it’s almost possible to touch the earth beyond it. This strategy suppressed 
the building so that it flows with the topography. “It’s very gentle on
your eyes,” says McKinney.
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With this project, McKinney York has created a space for reprieve, relax-
ation and rejuvenation. For McKinney, the beauty of the pool house comes 
from its simplicity and sense of place. “The form of the house is so clean and 
straightforward,” McKinney says. “You’re really away from the main house...
it feels like you’ve gone on a retreat.” u 

MCKINNEY YORK ARCHITECTS
Austin 512-476-0201  |  San Antonio 210-953-8800
mckinneyyork.com

“WE REALLY WANTED THIS LITTLE 
BUILDING TO BE INTEGRATED SO THAT 
THE CLIENT COULD HAVE THE SENSE 
OF LAND FLOWING THROUGH IT, THE 
BREEZE FLOWING THROUGH IT AND 
THE VIEWS FLOWING FROM IT.”

— HEATHER MCKINNEY, FAIA
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      ON   
COMMON
  GROUND



By Claudia Alarcón | Photography by Dror Baldinger

LONGTIME FRIENDS CREATE A HILL COUNTRY COLLECTIVE WITH 
PRIVATE RESIDENCES AND A JOINT ENTERTAINING PAVILION WHERE 

THEIR EXTENDED FAMILIES ARE HOSTED REGULARLY. 



TTHE TWO FAMILIES WHO OWN THE SPRAWLING 
700-acre property in Bellville, in the Texas Hill Country, were 
clear about what they wanted to build on their land: a com-
munal ranch with private residences and a shared clubhouse 
pavilion, easily accessible from the two residences so they 
could enjoy both a private retreat and shared entertaining. 

The challenge for the team at Dick Clark + Associates 
was to create custom homes that individually addressed the 
couples’ different aesthetics and wish lists, while connecting 
the overall property with a unified design. Architect Kevin 
Gallaugher and interior designer Samantha Voges collabo-
rated with the owners to bring their vision to life. 

“There was much thought and discussion throughout the 
process of determining the overall site location and place-
ment of each of the three new buildings,” says Gallaugher. 
“We hiked the property extensively on numerous occasions. 
Multiple potential sites for each building were considered, 
analyzed and tossed aside. The process extended over several 
weeks,” says Gallaugher.

While the general location of each building was deter-
mined some weeks in advance of construction, the exact 
placement of each building was finalized only as ground-
breaking loomed and became imminent. Gallaugher explains, 
“There were programmatic and topographical criteria that 
determined the site location of each building, and the specific 
placement of each was tweaked and adjusted several times 
prior to being finalized. There were just so many options, and 
they all seemed good.”  

The three new buildings stand far enough from one an-
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other so that none can be viewed simultaneously, so cohe-
siveness between the three new buildings was not necessar-
ily an overriding factor in their designs. “There were some 
consistencies of materials, but there were specific require-
ments of each building that were the critical determinants of 
the architectural aesthetic. Each building was conceived and 
designed to a specific program, site and location,” he adds. 

The heart of the property is a 2,830-square-foot pavilion, 
conceived as sort of a rural boutique hotel for the owners’ 
numerous friends and family. Supported by an exposed steel 

structure, the building features frameless clerestory windows 
which give the roof the impression of floating. It houses four 
bedrooms, two and a half bathrooms, a full kitchen and living 
area, and a screened porch adjacent to a swimming pool.

The space is perhaps an amalgam of both modern and 
traditional styles but has a Texas aesthetic, with stucco wall 
cladding accentuated with stone veneer accents and knotty 
post oak found throughout the structure. Standing seam 
metal roofing, exposed tube steel structural framing and 
frameless glass windows add a touch of modern. 
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The two houses are separate from each 
other physically, stylistically and program-
matically, so the architecture was cus-
tomized to the specifics of the individual 
occupants. “One couple’s artistic taste and 
preference seems to lean towards a more 
traditional aesthetic, while the other reflects 
a more modern, personal style. Luckily, 
there is enough wide-open space to accom-
modate everyone,” says Gallaugher, whose 
team was given free reign regarding style 
and aesthetic.

The larger of the two residences, a one-
bedroom, one-bathroom, 1,845-square-foot 
home, is approximately one mile from the 
pavilion, apart from the rest of the project, 
and was designed as a complete permanent 
residence. The north, south and east facing 
exterior walls are stained cedar board and 
batten siding, but due to the debilitating 
summer sun, all west facing walls are con-
structed of cinderblock (CMU) clad in stucco.

The home features a full kitchen, utility 
room, wet bar, dining room and a gener-
ous living area with a wall of swinging steel 
and glass doors that open to the peaceful 
landscape. A spectacular two-sided fireplace 
with a stucco hearth and stack bond fire-
brick seamlessly extends the length of the 
wall. “There is a very subtle aspect to this 
fireplace’s beauty: not a single firebrick was 
sawn or cut to fit the wall or the hearth,” 
says Gallaugher. “The size, depth and height 
of hearth and firebox were adjusted to fit 
both the vertical and horizontal dimension of 
the firebrick. We are very proud of that detail 
— an example of the difference a great build-
er like Mark Goodrich can make because this 
was not a simple thing to accomplish.” 

“EACH BUILDING WAS 
CONCEIVED AND 
DESIGNED TO A SPECIFIC 
PROGRAM, SITE 
AND LOCATION”

— KEVIN GALLAUGHER



The smaller of the two residences comprises a total of 
1,218 square feet (conditioned area) and was conceived 
strictly as a weekend home, as part of a complex of exist-
ing buildings located near one another. These include the 
original farmhouse constructed in the late 1800’s, an old 
storeroom which was repurposed as a bunkhouse for the 
couple’s grandchildren, and a smaller storeroom that has 
been repurposed as an outdoor covered kitchen or cook-
house, complete with new outdoor kitchen equipment. 
Goodrich worked directly with the homeowners on the 
necessary renovations to the historic structures. The new 
home was designed to be compatible with the farmhouse 
vernacular, and while liberties were taken with the 
materials, the home fits beautifully with the adjacent 
rustic buildings. 

Exterior walls are made from pre-finished corrugated 
metal siding, intended to withstand the elements, with post 
oak exterior soffits and standing seam metal roofing. The 
screened porch is framed with Ipe wood. Interiors are under-
stated, intimate in scale. The home is clean and modern, but 
the forms and finish materials are based in tradition, from a 
rural stylistic precedent. 

The farmhouse, which is used by the owners’ extended 
family, was kept largely intact. “There was some work done 
in cleaning it up, replacing some finishes, updating the 
kitchen, and revising door and window locations to clarify 
circulation to and from the new residence and other build-
ings within the compound,” says Gallaugher. The bunkhouse 
serves as sort of a “funhouse” that hosts sleepovers for their 
grandchildren and their friends. 
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“We largely tried to keep all finishes brutally simple, uncom-
plicated and low maintenance,” says Gallaugher. Interiors fea-
ture Ann Sacks subway tile walls in kitchens and bathrooms, 
flat panel mahogany cabinetry, Silestone® countertops, stained 
concrete floors, Emtek® cabinet and door hardware, stained 
wood walls, ceilings and soffits, and an unobtrusive lighting 
scheme. Most of the appliances are Subzero® or Wolf®. 

“The goal was to use simple, beautiful, materials that 
require little maintenance so that the families can relax and 
enjoy themselves,” says Voges. “The design approach is mini-
malistic overall and celebrates the scenery at the ranch over 
fussy interiors.”

A series of outdoor rooms around each house accentuates 
the indoor/outdoor relationship of the architecture while 
weaving the native meadows and plantings into the overall 
experience. Surrounding the pavilion, caged rock gabian 

walls serve as landscape retainers and form intimate grassy 
lawns off interior spaces. There are various gravel paths and 
drives as part of the landscape scheme, which was a large 
component of the project. “I cannot overstate how critical the 
landscape design from Christine Ten Eyck’s office was to the 
overall success of the project,” says Gallaugher. “It is great 
exercise hiking from one structure to another.” u

DICK CLARK + ASSOCIATES
512-472-4980  |  dcarch.com

MG CONSTRUCTION WORKS
512-658-7556  |  mgconstructionworks.com

TEN EYCK LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS
512-813-9999  |  teneyckla.com
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 A HOME WITH A 
CAMPING 
SPIRIT 

By Drew Henry  | Photography by Dror Baldinger, FAIA and Craig McMahon, AIA

THE VISION OF THE CRAIG MCMAHON 
ARCHITECTS TEAM CAME ALIVE UNDER 
THE OPEN SKIES OF TEXAS WHEN 
HOMEOWNERS ALLOWED THEM TO 
RUN WILD WITH THEIR IDEAS FOR 
A CAMPING-INSPIRED RETREAT. 



CCRAIG MCMAHON ARCHITECTS IS KNOWN FOR   
creating unique, honest designs that feel at one with the land-
scape. So, Craig McMahon and his team were thrilled when 
approached to design a home along a bluff of the Lampasas 
River where the homeowners allowed them to interject their 
ideas and vision into every aspect of the design. The project 
brief was simple — design whatever you think will work best 
on this beautiful riverfront property. The owners’ only wish 
was for a retreat that would be different from their current city 
home and engage with “the spirit of camping on the land.”

The Lampasas River Ranch house, however, was not free 
from its own set of unique challenges — the first being mas-
sive project delays due to the Great Recession. “We started 
the initial design process in 2008 and immediately had to 
halt work as the uncertainty of the recession crept in,” re-

counts McMahon. “I was certain this would be the end of our 
project at the time.” The family opted to remodel an exist-
ing small cabin on the property, which now serves as added 
guest quarters. Almost five years after the initial design 
consult, Craig received a phone call: 

“The project was back on, and our team was so excited to 
once again start work on the camping-inspired retreat we’d 
been dreaming up.”  

The building challenges didn’t end there. The three-bed-
room, three-bath home is situated on a five-acre lot in the 
alluvial floodplains of the Lampasas River. These plains flood 
seasonally and during the dry season are currently used as 
horse grounds. The team welcomed the challenge. “We re-
ally wanted the house to feel like it had always been there,” 
explains McMahon. The final build site of the home is located 

CRAIG MCMAHON, AIA
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on a limestone bluff rising 30 feet into the treeline and above 
the seasonal floodwaters. The strategic position became an 
asset. It offers treehouse-like views, captures the prevailing 
breeze and provides the opportunity for unique terracing, 
which draws the outdoor areas down to the river. 

The home’s overall design is inspired by camping tents, 
German-Texan Hill Country architecture and connectivity 
to the land. “To connect the home to the outdoors, we made 
sure every room has access to more than one natural light 
source,” adds McMahon. Deep roof overhangs protect and 
shade the home from the elements, allowing windows to 
remain open and catch cool breezes. 

The floor plan is designated into three distinct living areas, 
allowing the owners, children and guests to have private 
quarters off of a central hub. The main living room opens 

CRAIG MCMAHON, AIA

DROR BALDINGER, FAIA

DROR BALDINGER, FAIA
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to wide porches on both sides, engaging an ever-present 
connection to the outside. However, the owners’ wing offers 
the most dramatic design. This all-glass bedroom is elevated 
above the floodplains on the edge of the bluff and evokes the 
feeling of sleeping outdoors under the stars. With a cabin-like 
feel, the lines between bedroom and porch blur, creating a 
stunning result. 

Despite multiple outdoor living spaces, oversized windows 

and bounties of natural light, McMahon explains that “the 
key to establishing an indoor-outdoor connection lies in car-
rying the same materials from the exterior to the interior.” 
In many cases, the connections of a design struggle because 
homeowners have set expectations for specific finishes, 
especially on the interior. For this home, the owners trusted 
the architecture team to deliver a beautiful space with their 
choices — and that they did.

DROR BALDINGER, FAIA
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The homeowners reached out to contractor MF 
Construction, who had completed a modern mid-
century home that the homeowners had experi-
enced and knew of the unique details that this 
new home would require. Oddly, the contractor 
was located right around the bend of the prop-
erty and was able to directly connect with the 
construction daily to ensure its success.

The two primary materials used throughout 
the design are Douglas fir and Texas Hill Country 
limestone. Using the same two materials, paired 
with other palette-complementing selections, 
gives the property a consistent feel that flows ef-
fortlessly from the outside to the inside. 

Yellow-tinted limestone from a local quarry 
wraps most of the home exterior. It is accented with a gray 
Lueders limestone on roof caps, sills and headers to bal-
ance the natural look of the stone with elements of uniform 
geometry. The limestone carries inside to the fireplace, and 
complementing travertine is used on the floors, backsplashes 
and bathroom wet areas. 

Rich, rust-colored Douglas fir becomes the star of the 
show, uniting the exterior and interior spaces. A clear-

sealed Douglas fir is used for the beams, exposed rafters, 
trim and doors. A Douglas fir plywood is applied to all built-
in cabinetry and the ceilings, offering practical design with 
a luxury feel. The beautiful wood is paired with a durable 
HardiPlank siding and a rusted steel arbor on the front exte-
rior to carry the color palette while ensuring durability in 
the Texas elements. 

“Projects where we are entrusted fully with the design 

DROR BALDINGER, FAIA DROR BALDINGER, FAIA

DROR BALDINGER, FAIA
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process from the exterior to interior 
to material selections are so fun and 
successful because it allows our team 
to create a true indoor-outdoor connec-
tion,” explains McMahon. The suc-
cess shows. This beautiful home has 
been recognized in the 2018 Parade of 
Homes, 2019 Best in American Living 
and 2020 Aurora Awards. 

This peaceful retreat is an inviting 
connection back to the outdoors and 
life’s simple pleasures. Who else is 
ready to dip their toes in the river and 
roast marshmallows for s’mores? u

CRAIG MCMAHON ARCHITECTS 
210-710-3874 | cmarchtx.com

MF CONSTRUCTION
254-947-8988  |  mfconst.com

CRAIG MCMAHON, AIA

DROR BALDINGER, FAIA
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RAQUEL SKROBARCZYK OF 
HEATHER SCOTT HOME & DESIGN 

CREATED A HOME AWAY FROM HOME 
FOR HER LONGTIME CLIENTS. 

By Lauren Jones  | Photography by Molly Culver

OASTAL 
OLOR C
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The palette, which is perfect for the cheery family of five, 
was initially inspired by two pieces — the gorgeous Anne 
Sacks® backsplash tile in the kitchen and the speckled 
Rebecca Atwood living room pillows. “She especially has a 
bubbly personality and loves bright energetic colors,” re-
marks the designer. Thus, shades of turquoise to reference 
the water, as well as varying pink and coral felt like the per-
fect pairing. “It’s a woman and three daughters, so we felt 
like we could go more feminine in some areas, but overall 
wanted it be fresh, clean and happy with some unexpected 
things,” she adds. 

The mainly all-white kitchen is elevated through the 
unique hand-painted glass mosaic tile running from counter-
top height to the ceiling. And as it’s a beach house, she went 
for woven pendants from Arhaus® and bar stools covered in 
woven nylon, choices to invite contrast and elicit a casual 
feel. The painted island adds another dash of color. 

The living room, which lies directly off the kitchen, also 
has a neutral scheme featuring the Rebecca Atwood pillows, 
plus Crypton-covered sofas, oyster shell mirrors flanking 
the fireplace and a Slim Aarons photo. “That photo is one 
the wife’s favorite pieces,” she says. “She knew she wanted 
a Slim Aarons’ piece, and it fits the style and aesthetic

HHOT PINK AND TURQUOISE MAY NOT SEEM LIKE AN 
obvious palette for a relaxing vacation home but it’s perfect 
for this joyfully vibrant Port O’Connor gem. Designed by 
Raquel Skrobarczyk of Heather Scott Home & Design with ar-
chitecture by Ryan Street Architects, the coastal home melds 
bold color, weather-proof finishes and family-friendly design. 
“Our longtime clients, Kristie and Matt Dennis, wanted the 
home to have an inviting and memorable feel with punchy 
interiors that fit the playful nature of the summer beach 
locale,” Skrobarczyk says. 

The designer, who worked with the couple years ago on 
their Westlake, Austin, abode, was happy to help the couple 
and their three young daughters forge a relaxing retreat 
along the Texas coast. Built from the ground up over a three-
year period, Skrobarczyk was involved in all of the construc-
tion details, from choosing the flooring to plumbing fixtures 
to countertops. “We were retained early in the process to de-
fine the room layouts, plus many of the interior architectural 
details,” she recalls. Furthermore, because the couple have 
young children, durability was crucial. For example, in lieu of 
traditional wood plank floors, she chose a luxury vinyl plank 
throughout, while Crypton®, a highly durable, stain-resistant 
and antimicrobial textile was the fabric of choice. 
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perfectly.” The room is comfortable, sophisticated, coastal 
and yet still highly family-friendly. 

While the main living spaces are neutral in tonality with 
bright colors added through accessories, the laundry room, 
mud room, three bathrooms and the children’s bunkroom are 
full of color, and elevate the project beyond a typical beach 
home to a memorable escape. The laundry room and mud 
room, which are adjacent to the kitchen, both have a vibrant 

blue palette and finish-outs that were specifically chosen as 
they are high-traffic areas. The laundry room, which is paint-
ed a robin egg’s blue, has a shimmery small-scale tile and 
sophisticated pendant light for an unexpected touch of glam. 
“If you’re going to be doing laundry at the beach, you might 
as well make it fabulous,” says Skrobarczyk. The mud room 
includes plenty of storage cubbies for the family, including 
vertical storage for swim gear, fishing gear and golf clubs. 
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When it came to the girl’s bunkroom, a fun and colorful 
take was the obvious choice. Skrobarczyk chose the white 
latticed beds — a simple, coastal pick that would work as 
the girls age — and juxtaposed the white bedding with 
pops of pink and turquoise, colors that the children got 
to pick out themselves. Compact storage, brass pulls and 
sconces, as well as a rosy circular rug allow for plenty of 
play time. 

For the master, the couple chose a very feminine pal-
ette. “She knew she wanted bright pink from the begin-
ning, so everything else was toned down,” she says. A 
white Crypton headboard, wood-toned nightstands and 
textured, earthy decor complete the look, while the mas-
ter bathroom is awash in similar hues, natural stone and a 
cozy blush runner. 

While it’s clear that every room has been designed with 
much attention to detail, Skrobarczyk enjoyed picking 
wallpapers for the bunkroom bathroom, guest bath and 
powder bath the most. In the girl’s bathroom, wall-to-wall 
blue and pink paper complement the blue penny tile and 
brass sconces, while in the guest bathroom, green cabinetry 
and a palm leaf print allow guests to be fully immersed in 
vacation mode. On the first floor, the designer went all out 
creating the pink-and-black powder bath as a jewel box mo-
ment with a black vanity and oversized sconces. 
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Overall, the functional and stylish home captures the spirit 
of the Texas coast and the family’s personalities, plus has 
finish-outs that will hold up to years of wear and tear, sand 
and sea water. u 

HEATHER SCOTT HOME & DESIGN
512-342-6899  |  heatherscotthome.com

“IT’S SO FUN TO DESIGN 
WHEN YOU CAN GO BOLD 

AND YOU HAVE 
TRUSTING CLIENTS.”

— RAQUEL SKROBARCZYK
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A deck used to be just that. A deck. Fast forward to now. What 
is it? What isn’t it? This list is not exhaustive, just ways that I have 
used the deck since COVID-19 emerged on the global scene and we 
faced lockdown, homeschooling, remote work, etc.:

It is a conference room.
It is a time out area (my contribution as I have four small 
    children, but don’t worry…I sit in time out with them).
It is an at-home candlelight dinner restaurant for date night.
It is a tent camping platform.
It is a game room that has had skee-ball (before kids destroyed 
    it), foosball and Lego® building contests.
It is a quiet space.
It is a party space (To clarify, Johnny’s three friends came to a 
    safe, socially-distanced party).
It is a library.
It is a game night gathering space.
It is an ice rink (from the unprecedented winter storm this year).
It is a snowball fight fortress.
It is a study hall.
It is a science lab.

DECK RULES
REMODELER’S ADVICE

It is a “Nap Zone.”
It is a dance floor.
It is a stargazing platform.
It is a Nerf® Battlefield.
It is a teletherapy remote work site.
It is a “When Will This Be Over” pity-party place.
It is a remote chapel where I watched on my computer to see 
    my sister get married outdoors in a New Jersey grassy area in    
    the middle of a storm.

My dad was supposed to help me build it; however, due to 
COVID-19, I built it alone. But I am grateful that, hopefully right 
around the corner, he and the rest of my family can come by and 
enjoy it. Imagine what it can do this year! My wife says we now 
need real furniture. Time to shop.

To hire a NARI member for your next remodel project, visit aus-
tinnari.org or remodelsanantonio.org. u

This guest column is courtesy of Brent DeGroot, Billing Manger/
HR Manager at TimberTown Austin.  TimberTown is a Specialty 
Lumber Yard that specializes in quality building materials and is 
a proud NARI member.

Sponsored by Bes Builder.

Design Build 
& Home Renovations

NARI COTY 2021 
REGIONAL WINNER:

Residential Exterior $50,000 to $100,000

NARI COTY 2021 
REGIONAL WINNER:  

Residential Bath : Under $25,000

www.BesBuilder.com          
512.351.0258



McKinney York Architects Opens San Antonio Office
After completing numerous projects in San Antonio and the surrounding areas 

over the past 20 years through their Austin office, MYA has officially extended their 
exceptional institutional, commercial and residential design to San Antonio. “We look 
forward to growing our presence in San Antonio to be as strong as it is in Austin,” 
said President Michelle Rossomando, AIA, RID. “Our goal is to connect people to each 
other and the world around them by creating architecture that engages, inspires and 
belongs.” Their most recently completed San Antonio work can be seen on the ground 
floor of the new downtown Frost Tower. This includes a Frost branch bank and a gal-
lery exhibiting the history of the company called the Frost Loft. Both are open to the 
public. The San Antonio office is located at 999 E Basse Rd, Ste 180, and joins their Aus-
tin office at 1301 East 7th Street. mckinneyyork.com

Summer Classics Home Now Calls Austin ‘Home’
Opening its third retail store in Texas, joining San Antonio and Houston, Summer 

Classics Home offers a full assortment of outdoor furnishings and accessories that are 
curated and customizable to fit any style and design aesthetic. The store also provides 
a personalized shopping and design experience provided by a staff of highly trained 
and skilled consultants who provide complimentary virtual or in-person consultations 
to advise and guide clients through each step of the design process. The Austin store is 
located at 9900 RM 620, and open Monday through Saturday 10:00am to 6:00pm and 
Sunday 1:00 to 5:00pm. summerclassicshome.com 

Mark Odom Studio Designs 
territories., An Urban Playscape

Conceived in 2020 as part of the 
Fortlandia exhibit at Lady Bird Johnson 
Wildflower Center, Odom’s interactive in-
stallation has been reimagined and moved 
to the east side of the Butler Hike and Bike 
Trail at Lakeshore Park. Derived from the 
game of pick-up sticks, the layered materi-
als are meant to expose infinite ways to 
climb, tunnel, crawl, claim and discover 
space, and the fort works in tandem with 
the walking path, the surrounding trees 
and the landscape beyond. Most of the 
construction materials are recycled and are 
intended to be reused when the installation 
is complete. Project collaborators include 
Jeremy Smith of Citadel Development 
Services, Matthew Conklin of Makehaus 
Design & Fabrication Studio and Nathan 
Nordstrom, aka Sloke One, graffiti artist. 
The original Fortlandia concept is a collec-
tion of forts designed by local architects, 
designers and artists, and is scheduled to 
reopen at the Wildflower Center in Octo-
ber of 2021. markodomstudio.com, the-
trailfoundation.org, austintexas.gov/parks

design

SPOTLIGHT
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It’s Official – 
They’ve Merged

The merger of Builders FirstSource and 
BMC has created the nation’s premier 
supplier of building materials and ser-
vices, with approximately 550 locations 
in 40 states. The combined company is 
transforming the homebuilding industry 
with its talent, expanded footprint and 
unmatched portfolio of value-added prod-
ucts and manufacturing capabilities. Their 
mission is to be the best supplier of build-
ing materials by delivering exceptional 
customer service and innovative solutions 
to help customers build easier and more 
efficiently. bldr.com

design

SPOTLIGHT

StoryBuilt Celebrates Texas 
Wildlife Through Murals

Willa, the newest urban residential 
and commercial community by devel-
oper StoryBuilt, unveils their new series 
of murals by local artist Ruben Esquivel 
and assistance from Zuzu Perkal and 
artist duo Laced and Found. Several 
vignettes in the community’s public 
areas can be viewed and appreciated. 
Each mural depicts a vibrantly-colored, 
Otomi-style image of a Texas animal, 
such as a nine-banded armadillo, coy-
ote, green jay and of course, Mexican 
free-tail bats. Additionally, StoryBuilt 
will be partnering with Austin Wildlife 
Rescue to create awareness and help 
fundraise for the organization through 
the art. The long-term plan is to have 
a plaque next to each area with a QR 
code so Austinites can learn about each 
Texas animal and be linked to the non-
profit group, Austin Wildlife Rescue, to 
help preserve these indigenous species. 
1600austin.com, storybuilt.com

Distinguishable Design
Boerne Kitchens and Baths offers com-

plete design services and installation for 
clients seeking quality and distinction in 
their homes. They are pleased to offer 
White River Hardwoods for Specialty 
Trim and Custom Doors. Whether you 
are looking for custom furniture feet, 
custom cabinet carvings, solid wood is-
land legs or specialty trim, White River 
has been supplying it for discriminat-
ing designers and builders since 1977. 
boernekitchensandbaths.com
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ARCHITECTURE
Tobin Smith Architect
www.tobinsmitharchitect.com
210-817-4744

ASSOCIATIONS
Austin NARI
www.austinnari.org
512-375-2601

NARI San Antonio
www.remodelsanantonio.org
210-826-7200

BUILDING SUPPLIES
Builders FirstSource
www.bldr.com
512-977-7400

MoistureShield
www.getcooldeck.com
www.moistureshield.com

TimberTown
www.timbertown.com
512-528-8112

Toor Stone Countertops
www.toorcountertops.com
512-698-1380

CUSTOM CLOSETS
Container Store
www.containerstore.com
Austin: 512-349-0555
San Antonio: 210-341-7848

CUSTOM HOME BUILDING
Dalgleish Construction Company
www.dalgleish.net
512-346-8554

HOME REMODELING
Bes Builder
www.besbuilder.com
512-351-0258

Boerne Kitchens and Baths
www.boernekitchensandbaths.com
830-446-1506

INTERIOR DESIGN
Bella Villa Design
www.bellavillads.com
512-443-3200

Catrina’s Interiors
www.catrinasinteriors.com
830-331-9010

JEI Design, Inc.
www.jeidesign.com
512-330-9179

KITCHEN & BATH
Expressions Home Gallery
www.expressionshomegallery.com
Austin: 512-454-4526
San Antonio: 210-349-7878

Ferguson Bath, Kitchen & Lighting Gallery
www.fergusonshowrooms.com
Austin: 512-445-5140, 512-382-2032
San Antonio: 210-344-3013

LIGHTING
Lights Fantastic
www.lightsfantastic.com
512-452-9511

OUTDOOR LIVING
Summer Classics Home
www.summerclassicshome.com
Austin: 512-953-2650
San Antonio: 210-223-4610

WINDOW COVERINGS & AWNINGS
Austintatious Blinds and Shutters
www.austintatiousblinds.com
512-608-0302

A D V E R T I S E R  I N D E X

H o m e D e s i g n D e c o r M a g . c o m
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LOCAL SERVICE. EXPERT DESIGN.

Pirouette® with PowerView® Motorization

The PowerView® App and additional equipment
required for programmed operation.

12918 Shops Parkway, Suite 700
Bee Caves, TX 78738  |  512.608.0302

austintatiousblinds.com




